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satisfactory and sensible conclusion that we cannot possibly
know anything whatever about it.
The ' Inquiry into Vulgar Errors' was published in
1646, and Sir Thomas's next publication appeared in 1658.
The dates are significant. Whilst all England was in the
throes of the first civil war, Sir Thomas had been calmly
finishing his catalogue of intellectual oddities. This book
was published soon after the crushing victory of Naseby.
King, Parliament, and army, illustrating a very different kind
of vulgar error, continued to fight out their quarrel to the
death. Whilst Milton, whose genius was in some way most
nearly akin to his own, was raising his voice in favour of the
liberty of the press, good Sir Thomas was meditating pro-
foundly on quincunxes. Milton hurled fierce attacks at Sal-
masius, and meanwhile Sir Thomas, in his quiet country
town, was discoursing on 'certain sepulchral urns lately
found in Norfolk.' In the year of Cromwell's death, the
result of his labours appeared in a volume containing 'The
Garden of Cyrus' and the ' Hydriotaphia.'
The first of these essays illustrates Sir Thomas's peculiar
mysticism. The external world was not to him the embodi-
ment of invariable forces, and therefore capable of revealing
a general law in a special instance ; but rather a system of
symbols, signatures of the Plastic Nature, to which mys-
terious truths were arbitrarily annexed. A Pythagorean
doctrine of numbers was therefore congenial to his mind
He ransacks heaven and earth, he turns over all his stores
of botanical knowledge, he searches all sacred and profane
literature to discover anything that is in the form of an X,
or that reminds him in any way of the number five. From
the garden of Cyrus, where the trees were arranged in this
order, he rambles through the universe, stumbling over